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FACULTY OF ARTS, HUMANITIES AND SOCIAL SCIENCES 

RESEARCH ETHICS COMMITTEE 

INFORMATION LETTER 

 

Dear member of the campus community, 

 

My name is Darina Slattery, and I am a Senior Lecturer in the School of English, Irish, and 

Communication. The UL Virtual Learning Environment (VLE) Steering Committee1 recently 

invited me to lead the first phase of a VLE review. 

 

As part of the VLE review, I am undertaking a number of activities. These activities include 

undertaking a performance analysis of the two VLEs used on-campus (Sulis/ Sakai and 

Moodle), benchmarking against other higher education institutions, and consulting with staff 

and students to identify their VLE requirements. Consultations are taking the form of one-to-

one interviews, focus groups, and a campus-wide survey. While participation in the 

consultation process is voluntary, we hope that as many people as possible will participate 

when they are invited to do so, as their feedback will inform the decisions made by the UL 

VLE Steering Committee. 

 

As the findings from the VLE review are also relevant to my own research, I would like to 

request your permission to collect and analyse your survey data for research purposes (i.e. not 

just to support the goals of the VLE review). To provide some context for my research, I am 

interested in the professional development needs of blended and fully online teachers and their 

attitudes and approaches to technology adoption. 

 

The survey will be conducted online using Qualtrics and should not take longer than 10 minutes 

to complete. While many of the questions are optional, we encourage you to answer all the 

questions that are relevant to your line of work. If you wish to provide further input into the 

VLE review, you can also choose to provide your email address as a response to the last survey 

question; otherwise, you will remain anonymous. While I will not name any respondents in my 

research publications or presentations, it might be possible to identify some respondents if their 

responses refer to unique roles or issues. 

                                                           
1 Ann Ledwith, Nigel Healey, Mary Fitzpatrick, and Liam O’Reilly. 
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There are no risks to you, the participant. You are free to withdraw at any stage while 

completing the survey. If you do not complete the survey, no data will be collected. The online 

survey will be deleted as soon as data collection has been completed and transferred to a 

password-protected computer for a period of seven years, after which it will be destroyed. 

 

By clicking on the survey link, you consent to participate in the survey and for your data to be 

used to inform the UL VLE review. Furthermore, if you indicate consent in question one, your 

data will also inform my research publications and presentations, thereby contributing to a 

growing body of work in the area. Please note that you can still contribute to the UL VLE 

review without consenting to your data being used for research purposes, by specifying your 

preference in the first question of the survey. 

 

If you have any queries or would like more information about the project, please contact: 

* Principal investigator: Dr. Darina Slattery (darina.slattery@ul.ie) 

This research study has received ethics approval from the Arts, Humanities and Social 

Sciences Research Ethics Committee (2021-02-03-AHSS). If you have any concerns about 

this study or your participation and wish to contact an independent authority, you may 

contact: 

Chairperson Arts, Humanities and Social Sciences Research Ethics Committee 

AHSS Faculty Office 

University of Limerick 

Tel: +353 61 202286 

Email: FAHSSEthics@ul.ie 

 

Best regards, 
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RESEARCH PRIVACY NOTICE 

Introduction 

This Research Privacy Notice governs the use and storage of your personal data by the University of 

Limerick (the “University”). The processing of this data is carried out in accordance with the General 

Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) / Data Protection Acts 1988-2018 (“Data Protection Law”) and in 

accordance with this Research Privacy Notice. 

Any personal data which you provide to the University as part of this research project will be treated 

with the highest standards of security and confidentiality, in accordance with Irish and European Data 

Protection Law. This Notice sets out details of the information that we collect, how we process it and 

who we share it with. It also explains your rights under data protection law in relation to our processing 

of your data. 

 

1. Title and Purpose of the research project 

1.1 Title: Faculty adoption of technology for teaching and learning. 

Project summary: The purpose of the research project is to investigate how and why teaching 

staff adopt technology for teaching and learning, their training needs, and how and where 

they avail of that training. By participating in this research, you not only contribute to the UL 

VLE review, you also facilitate further research in the field. 

2.  Research Ethics Committee 

2.1 Ethical approval was granted by the Faculty of Arts, Humanities and Social Sciences Research 

Ethics Committee on 24th February 2021. The research ethics approval number is 2021-02-03-

AHSS. 

3. Identity of the Data Controller(s) 

3.1 The Data Controller is: 

 University of Limerick, Plassey, Limerick. 

4. Identity and Contact Details of the Data Protection Officer of the Data Controller(s)/ 

4.1 You can contact the University of Limerick’s Data Protection Officer at dataprotection@ul.ie 

or by writing to Data Protection Officer, Room A1-073, University of Limerick, Limerick.   

5.  The Identity of the Principal Investigator  

5.1 The Principal Investigator for this Research Project is Dr. Darina Slattery, Senior Lecturer, 

School of English, Irish, and Communication, University of Limerick. 

6. How we will use your personal data 

6.1 The University must process your personal data in order to undertake research relating to this 

project/study. The data collected will inform the UL VLE Steering Committee’s decision as well 

as the PI’s own research into how and why faculty adopt technology for teaching and learning. 

mailto:dataprotection@ul.ie
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6.2 The personal data collected and used in this research may include: your name, email address, 
faculty/ centre/ division/ service, job title, duration teaching, which VLE platforms you use, 
which VLE tools you use, and your personal opinion about various VLE tools and platforms. 

6.3 You provide us with your personal data to enable us to undertake the research project. 

Participation in this research project is voluntary and participants may withdraw without 

giving any reason. Should you wish to withdraw, you may do so by contacting the Principal 

Investigator at darina.slattery@ul.ie or in writing to Room LC1-014, School of English, Irish, 

and Communication, University of Limerick (email is preferred, due to current building access 

restrictions). 

7. Lawful Basis for University Processing Personal Data  

7.1 Data Protection Law requires that the University must have a valid legal reason to process and 

use your personal data. This is often called a ‘lawful basis’. GDPR requires us to be explicit with 

you about the lawful basis upon which we rely in order to process information about you. 

7.2 The University is carrying out this research in the public interest and for scientific, historical or 

statistical purposes. In doing so, we are relying on Article 6(1)(e) of the GDPR. Where we are 

processing special category or sensitive personal data, we are relying on Article 9(2)(j) of GDPR. 

As required under Data Protection Law, we have appropriate safeguards in place in order to 

protect your personal data; these are set out in the next section.  

8. Protecting Your Personal Data 

8.1 We have the following measures in place to help ensure we keep your personal data safe: 

- All researchers at the University must adhere to University policies and procedures that 
tell our staff and students how to collect and use your information safely;  

- Training is made available to all researchers to ensure our staff and students understand 
the importance of data protection and how to protect your personal data;  

- The University has security arrangements and technical measures in place that ensure your 
information is stored safely and securely; 

- All research projects involving personal data are reviewed and approved by a research 
ethics committee in line with University policies and procedures;  

- Where a research project may involve a high risk, we first carry out a data protection 
impact assessment to assess risks and ensure adequate safeguards are in place; 

- Where your personal data is processed for health research, we will always obtain your 
explicit consent in advance (in line with the Health Research Regulations 2018). 

8.2 Personal data collected for this research project will be pseudonymised within one month 

after collection. 

9. Sharing Your Personal Data with Third Parties 

9.1 The University will not disclose your personal data to third parties. [Anonymous data may be 

shared with third parties. In this situation, you will not be identifiable from any data we share 

with the third party.] 

10.  N/A 

11. How Long Will We Keep Your Data  

11.1 All personal data collected for this research project will be retained for a period of seven years 

following completion of the research project. 

mailto:darina.slattery@ul.ie
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12. Your Rights 

12.1 Depending on the lawful basis which we rely on to process your personal data, you may have 

the right to request that we: 

 provide you with information as to whether we process your data and details relating to 
our processing, and with a copy of your personal data; 

 rectify any inaccurate data we might have about your without undue delay; 

 complete any incomplete information about you; 

 under certain circumstances, erase your Personal Data without undue delay; 

 under certain circumstances, be restricted from processing your data; 

 under certain circumstances, furnish you with the Personal Data which you provided us 
within a structured, commonly used and machine readable format; 

12.2 Requests for any of the above should be addressed by email to the Principal Investigator at 

darina.slattery@ul.ie AND the Data Protection Officer at dataprotection@ul.ie. Your request 

will be processed within 30 days of receipt. Please note, however, it may not be possible to 

facilitate all requests, for example, where the University is required by law to collect and 

process certain personal data including that personal information that is required of any 

research participant. 

12.3 It is your responsibility to let the Principal Investigator know if your contact details change. 

13.  Queries, Contacts, Right of Complaint 

13.1 Further information on Data Protection at the University of Limerick may be viewed at 

www.ul.ie/dataprotection. You can contact the Data Protection Officer at 

dataprotection@ul.ie or by writing to Data Protection Officer, Room A1-073, University of 

Limerick, Limerick. 

13.2 You have a right to lodge a complaint with the Office of the Data Protection Commissioner 

(Supervisory Authority). While we recommend that you raise any concerns or queries with us 

first at the following email address (darina.slattery@ul.ie), you may contact that Office at 

info@dataprotection.ie or by writing to the Data Protection Commission, 21 Fitzwilliam Square 

South, Dublin 2, D02 RD28. 
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